T-cell subpopulations defined with monoclonal antibodies in patients with primary immunodeficiency.
Peripheral blood mononuclear cells from 16 patients with common variable immunodeficiency and 4 with selective IgA deficiency were studied for the quantitative analysis of T-cells and T-cell subsets with distinct immunoregulatory properties, using a battery of monoclonal antibodies and the fluorescence-activated cell-sorter. The proportions of OKT4+ cells were decreased and OKT8+ cells were increased in patient groups when compared to normal controls analyzed simultaneously. 14/20 (70%) patients demonstrated a lower OKT4+/OKT8+ cell ratio compared to controls. Imbalance of immunoregulatory T-cells may explain one of the mechanisms of hypogammaglobulinemia in a subgroup of patients with primary immunodeficiency.